
 
{¦{¢!Lb!.[9 b9LDI.hwIhh5{ 
Chw ²9[[ .9LbD !b5 I!ttLb9{{ 
CGI COMMITMENT LED BY THE RAMSEY SOCIAL JUSTICE 

FOUNDATION, FINAL REPORT, 2018 

 

 

 

 



Sustainable Neighborhoods for Wellbeing and Happiness 

PREFACE 

In 2015, The Ramsey Social Justice Foundation and 

the City of Tempe, in partnership with Arizona State 

University, Habitat for Humanity, and New Course, 

committed to revitalize two marginalized 

neighborhoods in Arizona and Guatemala through 

the community-driven Sustainable Neighborhoods 

for Wellbeing and Happiness project. The project 

aimed to retrofit 30 homes in Guatemala and 150 in 

Tempe, Arizona, and develop skills training for 30 

women and 60 smallholder farmers. By engaging 

local residents in the planning and implementation 

process, the project aimed to create localized, 

sustainable solutions to ŜŀŎƘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 

pressing needs and improve the overall health of 

community members. Ultimately, the project goal is 

to advance a global framework for sustainable 

neighborhood development and revitalization. 

History 

In January 2013 the Ramsey Social Justice 

Foundation in partnership with Habitat for Humanity 

of Central Arizona launched construction of their 

51st, 52nd and 53rd LEED- certified sustainable and 

affordable homes in their hometown of Tempe 

Arizona. The City of Tempe enthusiastically 

supported the project and along with 500 volunteers 

the homes were completed in June 2013. During the 

ceremony Tempe Council members committed to 

building more sustainable affordable homes within 

Tempe and city owned land. 

 

Honorable Vice Mayor Robin Arredondo-Savage with 

worthy RSJF volunteers refresh paint in Victory Acres of 

Tempe, with non-VOC paint. 

 

RSJF and Habitat for Humanity volunteers participating in 

a sustainable build in Victory Acres.  

In the same month the directors of the Ramsey 

Social Justice Foundation and Members of the 

Clinton Global Initiatives attended CGI AmericŀΩǎ 

third annual meeting regarding Commitments to 

Action for USA. During conversations at a 

sustainability workshop about their fifty three LEED 

certified Habitat homes, the directors were asked to 

attend a special breakout group regarding 

sustainable neighborhood building. 

.ȅ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩs end Jenny Norton, representing the 

Ramsey Foundation, had a tentative plan and a 

pledge for a new CGI Commitment to Action: Two 

Sustainable Neighborhoods. She quickly organized 

several meetings and gained project partners: 

Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona, the City of 

Tempe (including council members, Community 

Outreach and Neighborhood Services Department), 

Habitat for Humanity Guatemala and the Walton 

Sustainability Solutions Initiatives at Arizona State 

University. 

 

tǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ w{WCΩǎ WŀƪŜ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

¢ŜƳǇŜΩǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ {Ƙŀǳƴŀ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

Publicity Director Denise Rentschler, Habitat for 

IǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ [ƛȊ tŀōǎǘ-Wanless, Gabriel Jaramillo, Rusty 

Parsons, Maribel Saucedo, and Roger Newhouse.  
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Jenny Norton along with financial support from the 

Ramsey Social Justice Foundation proposed to build 

two sustainable neighborhoods : one in a Tempe 

barrio, another in the sister city of Zacapa 

Guatemala. 

In 2015, The Ramsey Social Justice Foundation and 

the City of Tempe, in partnership with Arizona State 

University, Habitat for Humanity, and New Course, 

agreed to revitalize two marginalized neighborhoods 

in Arizona and Guatemala through the community-

driven Sustainable Neighborhoods for Wellbeing and 

Happiness project. With the intention of presenting 

a full commitment proposal to CGI at the next CGI 

America meeting 

 

In June of 2016, 

The Ramsey 

Social Justice 

Foundation was 

honored to 

announce that 

Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) America had approved 

the RSJF Commitment to Action, titled Sustainable 

Neighborhoods for Wellbeing and Happiness. The 

commitment was launched at the sixth annual CGI 

America meeting in Atlanta, GA.  

 

Representatives of RSJF, ASU, New Course (Bob Ramsey, 

Jenny Norton, Gina Inorio, Scott Cloutier, Jamie Bechtel), 

presenting the Sustainable Neighborhoods for Wellbeing 

ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /DLΩǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ 

staff, Bill Wetzel, Giselle Sebag, Luke Schiel, Elsa Palanza, 

and Dave Watt.  

The Sustainable Neighborhoods for Wellbeing and 

Happiness commitment, led by Jenny Norton and 

Bob Ramsey of the Ramsey Social Justice 

Foundation, in partnership with the City of Tempe, 

!ǊƛȊƻƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ WǳƭƛŜ !ƴƴ ²ǊƛƎƭŜȅ Dƭƻōŀƭ 

Institute of Sustainability, Habitat for Humanity of 

Central Arizona, Habitat para la Humanidad 

Guatemala, Habitat for Humanity International 

Arizona and New Course aims were to create 

sustainable and affordable housing for the least 

among us.  

άhǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ 

sustainable neighborhoodsΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ WŜƴƴȅ 

Norton, Co-Founder of the Ramsey Social Justice 

CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǎŎŀƭŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

that can serve as a model for realizing many more 

sustainable and healthy neighborhoods for our 

marginalized neighbors, while working to preserve 

ƻǳǊ aƻǘƘŜǊ 9ŀǊǘƘΦέ  

ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳǇŜ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

initiative that will help transform Victory Acres into a 

ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ ¢ŜƳǇŜ aŀȅƻǊ aŀǊƪ 

Mitchell said. While Vice Mayor Lauren Kuby has 

also been an ardent supporter of the project  

 

Incoming Vice Mayor, and Tempe City Council 

Spokeswoman for our Sustainable Neighborhoods mission, 

IƻƴƻǊŀōƭŜ [ŀǳǊŜƴ YǳōȅΣ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ w{WCΩǎ WŜƴƴȅ bƻǊǘƻƴ 

and Jamale Mirza. 

 The Ramsey Social Justice Foundation has a long 

history with Habitat for Humanity, which includes 

building the first LEED Platinum Certified Sustainable 

affordable home in the nation. Since then, they have 

completed a NetZero home, built more than 100 
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green-built affordable homes and help to provide 

clean water and shelters in nations of need.  

In an effort to ensure the Sustainable 

Neighborhoods mission is met, the partners aimed 

to engage and educate community members 

throughout the process.  

ά9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ 

their priorities is ŀ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ aƛŎƪ 

Dalrymple, Director, University Sustainability 

Practices, Arizona State University.  

The initial scope of the project included the Victory 
Acres neighborhood in Tempe, Arizona and three 
communities in Guatemala - Santo Domingo, Milpas 
Altas and Santa Lucia. (Santo Domingo Xenacoj in 
Sacatepéquez, Santa Lucia Utatlán in Sololá and 
Santa Lucía Milpas Altas in Sacatepéquez. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜƳǇŜ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

initiative that will help transform Victory Acres into a 

ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣέ ¢ŜƳǇŜ aŀȅƻǊ aŀǊƪ 

Mitchell said.  

Victory Acres, an established and low-income 

neighborhood in Tempe is comprised of several 

third-generation Tempe families. The transition into 

a sustainable community was foreseen to include 

renovating and weatherizing existing homes, as well 

as building new green-built homes. These efforts 

were designed to help  ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ 

health and safety, while reducing their housing 

operation and maintenance costs.  

ά!ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

needing a new home, but also in neighborhoods 

ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎΣέ II/!½Ωǎ /ƘƛŜŦ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ [ƛǎŀ ²ŜƛŘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ άIŀōƛǘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƛǘǎ 

service to include home repair and neighborhood 

ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  

In Guatemala, community improvements were 

planned to  focus initially on ensuring households 

have access to clean energy, improved wash facilities 

including access to clean water and latrines, and in 

some cases, installation of cement flooring. In an 

effort to ensure continued progress, residents were 

targeted to receive training in community 

organization, financial education, disaster 

prevention and mitigation, use and maintenance of 

products and construction.  

 

Bob Ramsey (RSJF Founder and Director) builds a clean 

cook stove with Senora Martina, healthfully revitalizing 

existing homes in Guatemala.  

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜΣέ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ {ǘŜǾŜƴ WΦ /ƻƻƪΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 

International Resource Development Guatemala. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 

families in need to assist them in improving their 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  

Victory Acres 
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άaŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ 

all the members of a household helps to build 

resilience for the entire ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ 5ǊΦ WŀƳƛŜ .ŜŎƘǘŜƭΣ 

/9h ƻŦ bŜǿ /ƻǳǊǎŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 

excited to be working on this inclusive program with 

such a dedicated team of practitioners and 

community members in two very different 

ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻǎΦέ 

 

Victory Acres, Tempe, Arizona: Activities and Results

A cornerstone of efforts to build a more sustainable 

neighborhood in Victory Acres has been the 

revitalization of homes in the neighborhood through 

the work of Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona 

and their team of staff and volunteers. Efforts have 

focused on repair and upgrades to existing homes 

including landscaping to reduce water consumption 

and beautify, improved roofing and new windows 

for energy conservation, painting and other home 

repairs. 

 

The project has served over 90 families in the 

neighborhood, 

engaged over 1300 

volunteers and 

contributed more 

than 9000 hours of 

labor to these efforts 

(See next page).

WŜƴƴȅ bƻǊǘƻƴ όw{WCύ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 

Chair, Senora Emy and Members and families in 

Santo Domingo, Guatemala. 
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As part of the Sustainable Neighborhoods 
project and in honor of the veterans living in 
Victory Acres, RSJF, the City of Tempe and 
Habitat for Humanity Central Arizona 
embarked on an initiative serving veterans by 
making their homes more affordable and 
sustainable. Volunteers weatherized the 
homes and made improvements to reduce 
operational and maintenance costs for 
veterans, many of whom have limited 
incomes.  


